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FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY          

Assembly @ 2.40pm  

Middle Learning Community 

Book Club Orders Due 

 

TUESDAY 18 FEBRUARY           

Joint SAC/Community Meeting  

@ 6pm 

 

WEDNESDAY 19 FEBRAURY 

Foundation Rest Day 

Whole School Gathering @ 

5.30pm 

 

WEDNESDAY 26 FEBRAURY 

Foundation Rest Day               

Ash Wednesday 

 

THURSDAY 27 FEBRUARY   

Student Free Day—Staff PD 

school closed 

 

FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY         

Student Free Day—Staff PD 

school closed 

THURSDAY 5 MARCH     

School Photos 

FRIDAY 6 MARCH 

Assembly @ 2.40pm 

Senior Learning Community 

MONDAY 9 MARCH 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH 

Foundation at school   

No more rest days for the  

remainder of Term 

FRIDAY 13 MARCH 

Assembly @ 2.40pm 

Junior Learning Community 

 

FRIADAY 20 MARCH           

Athletics Carnival  

FRIDAY 27 MARCH 

Last Day of Term 1 

 

 

TERM 1 

DATES  
Dear Parents and Caregivers  
 
 
This year, one of the changes that has been introduced at St Mary’s is the  

implementation of a Relationships and Sexuality program which runs from  

Foundation to Year Six. This program has been mandated by the Catholic Education 

Office for use in all Catholic schools in our Diocese.  

Following the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, 

the evidence indicated children who had been victims of abuse often did not feel 

able to speak up about what was happening to them and sometimes did not have a 

sound understanding of appropriate relationships and how they should be treated 

by adults. The Relationships and Sexuality program aims to address this through a 

clear and evidence-based teaching program, specifically working to achieve  

Standard 7 of the Child Safe standards ‘Strategies to promote child participation 

and empowerment’. 

Obviously, the content of this program has been designed so that it is age  

appropriate. For our younger students, the focus will be around friendships and 

relationships with others. For our older children in our Senior Learning Community, 

this will also cover learning about puberty and body development as children move 

into their teenage years. This program has been very carefully designed and is an 

important addition to the learning for the children at St Mary’s. If you have any 

questions about the program or its content, please make time to ask Christine  

Bulger or myself so we can provide you with further information. 

On another note, on Monday 24 February the Resilience Project is in Ararat and will 

be presenting a session for parents at 7.00pm at the Ararat Town Hall. This is a  

program that our school is seriously considering to support the social-emotional 

learning of our children. As someone who has taught this in other schools, is a  

program with a lot of benefits. If you are interested in attending, please let myself 

of Georgie Peel know so that we can give you more details.  

God bless. 
 
Bill 
 
 



 

2020 Opening Mass 



FEE ASSISTANCE INFORMATION 
 

       CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) FORMS 

CSEF forms are now available at the office for all eligible state concessions card holders.  Forms need to be returned 

by Wednesday 19 February. Where an eligible application is received the CSEF benefit is $125 for primary school  

students. This benefit will be paid directly to the school and will offset it against the  

applicable student Fee account, thus reducing the total fees payable.  Family Fee Assistance is also available from the 

school for eligible families (parents/carers holding a  HCC/Pension card). 

     CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

2020 Conveyance Allowance forms are now available from the office. These are for Country Bus Travellers that are 

required to travel more than 4.8km to their nearest bus stop.  This does not include town bus travel. 

 



 

 

 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church Mass Times 

  Ararat     Lake Bolac*       Glenthompson** 

Saturday 6.00pm  

Sunday  10.30am        8.30am      8.30am 

* Lake Bolac Mass 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays 

** Glenthompson Mass 2nd Sunday 

CONTACT US  

PHONE:  03 5352 5460 

ADDRESS: PO BOX 92, Ararat, VIC 3377 

EMAIL:  ararat@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

WEBSITE: www.ballarat.catholic.org.au  

(Download the Church Bulletin from the site above) 

PRIEST:           Fr Andrew Hayes  

adrew.hayes@ballarat.catholic.org.au      

 

 

 

Parish Centre 

St. Mary’s Parish Centre is available for hire Monday-Sunday 

and is ideal for Conferences, Meetings, and Family  

celebrations, large or small gatherings. It also boasts an  

Industrial Kitchen. Ring Joyce at the Parish Office to organise a 

tour 03 5352 5460. Rates are as low as $100 for the whole 

day.   

 

 



Dear St Mary’s Families 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED!  










